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THE GILD HALL AT CHICHESTER. 
By L. F. SALZMAN. 

In the Victoria History of Sussex, vol. iii, p. 92, is given 
an account of the old Gild Hall of Chichester, which subse- 
quently became the Hall of the Vicars Choral. It is there 
stated :—‘‘ In 1394 Robert Blundell, chaplain, son of Robert 
Blundell, citizen of Chichester, perhaps warden of the gild, 
conveyed to King Richard II the tenement called the 
‘Gildenhall’ . . . ,’’ which the King at once trans- 
ferred to the Bishop for the use of the vicars. Two 
documents which have lately come into my possession throw 
some more light on the history of this property. The 
earlier is in French and, in translation, runs as follows :— 

To all those who see or hear this Edmund de 

Honston, Knight, gives greeting in God. As lately | 

have granted and leased at perpetual fee farm all my 

tenement in the Suthstrete of Chichester called the 

Guldenehalle to John Wyn of .Chichester to lease and 

hold with all its appurtenances to him the said John and 

to his heirs for ever, paying from year to year for the 
first eight years in each year 13s. 4d. at the four chief 
terms of the year in equal portions, and after the said 
eight years in each year 1oos. at the said terms, as if 
an indenture of the said perpetual fee farm between me 

and the said John is more fully expressed; Know that I 

moreover have granted for myself and my heirs, released 

and absolutely quitclaimed to John and his heirs and 
assigns all right and claims that I had, have at present, 
or could in any way have in the rents aforesaid, so that 

I or my heirs . . . shall have no claim to these 

rents, either the rent of 1oos. or of 20s. [sic], but I 

Edmund and my heirs will warrant the said tenement 

discharged of all rent . . . tothe said John and his 

heirs and assigns. In witness whereof I have set my 
seal hereunto. And for greater security I have caused 
the common seal of the citizens of the City of Chichester 
to be set hereto. By witness of John Haukere, then 
Mayor of Chichester, Nicholas Drayton and John 
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Thidden, then Reeves, John Wynnegoud, Philip Cole, 

John Page, Roger Raketon, Walter Ouyngg, William 

de Boxg[r]jave, clerk, and others. Given at Chichester 

on Friday the feast of the Annunciation, 36 Edward III 

[25 March, 1362] 

Of the two seals attached to this deed only a fragment 
is left of that of Edmund de Honston, but the greater part 
of the seal of the citizens, with its device of a swan, 
remains. It may be noted that the name of this Mayor has 
not previously been recorded. 

John Wyn evidently did not retain the property very 
long, and presumably sold it to Robert Blundell, who 
thought it advisable to strengthen his title by getting a 
confirmation from Sir Edmund’s successor, as appears in 
the second deed, which is in Latin, as follows :— 

To all to whom this present writing comes Thomas 
de Hunstan the younger, lord of the manor of Hunstan, 
brother and heir of Edmund de Hunstan, Knight, gives 
greeting in the Lord. Know that I have remitted, 
released and quitclaimed for myself and my heirs to 
Robert Blundell citizen of Chichester, his heirs and 


assigns, all right and claim . . . in the tenement 
in the Suthstrete of Chichester which is called the 
Guldenehall . . . [warranty and sealing clause. | 


Witnesses, John Wyn, John Wynnegoud, Geoffrey 

Hebb, Walter Ouyng, Adam Dygher, Robert Denecomb, 

and others. Given at Chichester, 4 May, 47 Edward 

III [1373]. 

To this is appended a fragment of the citizens’ seal, and 
the complete armorial seal of Thomas de Hunstan. The 
device on this, which is probably from a signet ring, is 
circular, just over half an inch in diameter ; it has no legend, 
but the little shield bears, so far as can be made out, a 
quarter charged with a cross. 

The second deed makes it clear that the suggestion in 
V.C.H. that Robert Blundell was warden of the Gild is not 
correct. In fact the whole evidence seems to point to the 
Hall having lost its connection with the Gild before the end 
of the 13th century. That Thomas de Hunstan emphasises 
his position as lord of Hunston manor makes it tempting 
to suggest that this property stood on the site of the ‘‘ one 
Law ’’ in Chichester which was attached to the manor of 
Hunston in 1086 [V.C.H. Sussex, i, 427|, but the earlier 
history of the hall renders this improbable. 
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PARISH REGISTERS AND ‘“ BISHOP’S TRAN- 
SCRIPTS ’’: ARCHDEACONRY OF CHICHESTER. 


Contributed by w. H. CHALLEN. 


The Bishop’s Transcripts for Sussex are at the Diocesan 
Registry, Chichester, in parcels under parishes but were 
originally filed by years, for recently I unearthed by accident 
a few rolls containing in all about 300 Transcripts for :— 


1571, 1572, 1584, 1585, 1590, 1591, 1592, 1593, 1595, 
1596, 1597, 1603, 1611, 1612, 1613, 1615, 1616, 1617, 
1618, 1622, 1623, 1624, 


(the majority being for 1590, 1591, 1596, 1613, 1623) 
many of which are for parishes where the register starts 
later. 

These Transcripts have now all been sorted into their 
parish parcel excepting a small portion of a Transcript con- 
taining only the following entries :— 

1592 Apr. 6—Richard Morye was buried. 

Mch. 30—Richard Growginge was buried. 
John Awoods marcke, 
Roberd Grayes marcke, 


which does not bear the name of the parish and, having 
failed to determine it, is being put, for filing purposes, in 
the Felpham parcel. 


Hereafter commences a list of all parishes in Chichester 
Archdeaconry with a Register before 1837, and it shows, 
with certain other details, the periods for which copies of 
the Parish Register and/or Bishop’s Transcripts have been 
made by me for the Church and Guildhall Library, London, 
and in many cases also for the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 
Sussex Archeological Society, Lewes, or Society of 
Genealogists, London, and the years covered in known 
copies by others. 


Copies of the transcriptions by Mr. W. D. Peckham 
are with the Church, Sussex Archeological Society, and 
(excepting the Baptisms and Burials in the first register 
book of Subdeanery, Chichester) Society of Genealogists. 


By the courtesy of Dr. Elsbeth Jaffé and Miss K. M. E. 
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Murray I have been enabled to include a bundle of 39 
Bishop’s Transcripts for odd parishes and the following 
years :-— 


1570, 1571, 1572, 1573, 1584, 1594, 1607, 1617, 1621, 
1629, 1632, 1634, 1635, 1667, 1668, 1669, 1685, 1696, 
1704, 1730, 1738, 1764, 

(shown in bolder figures in the list) 


which the former found among the documents (Testamentary 
Administrations’ Accounts, Inventories, etc.) removed for 
safety from Chichester Cathedral Clerestory to Emmanuel 
College Library, Cambridge. 


One 1584 Bishop’s Transcript is for Harting, but is 
only the upper portion to 25 June; the remainder is already 
in the parish parcel at Chichester. 


Stedham has the earliest Bishop’s Transcript (1570) in 
Sussex, followed by 1571 for Amberley, Selsey, and 
Stoughton, but Bury has most Transcripts before 1600. 


In addition to there being no Bishop’s Transcripts 
available in this Archdeaconry for 1600-1602, 1604, 1608, 
1619, and 1642-1661, there are also other gaps, varying 
with each parish, and these are apparent from my typescript 
copy. ; 
The manuscripts of Sir William Burrell, Bart, forming 
his Collections relating to the History and Antiquities of 
Sussex (B.M. Add. MSS. 5697-5699—see note by Mr. W. 
D. Peckham in S.A.C., Vol. 66, pp. 235/16), have been 
removed from London owing to the war, otherwise I would 
have added (as I did beforehand for Up Waltham and West 
Wittering) some of the entries extracted about 1780 by him 
from Parish Registers that have since been lost. 


The loss of a Marriage Register, 1754-1812, may be 
due to the book being thrown away under the mistaken im- 
pression that it was merely a Banns book (though such 
should not be destroyed but retained or handed to a 
library), owing to the entries often opening with a record 
of the publication of the banns. I have had to draw atten- 
tion to this in more than one parish. 


That there are or were further pre-Commonwealth West 
Sussex Bishop’s Transcripts is evidenced by the fact that Mr. 
W. D. Peckham has in the past examined (for names of 
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clergy signing) several files not distributed among the parish 
parcels, the years when they were rendered (often, but not 
always, the year following that of the events) being, accord- 
ing to his notes made at the time :— 


1571, 1595, 1596, 1597, 1598, 1601, 1605, 1606, 1607, 
1608, 1610, 1611, 1612, 1614, 1615, 1616, 1617, 1618, 
1619, 1621, 1623, 1624, 1625, 1630 


some of which are probably identical with some of those 
mentioned in my first paragraph. 

Furthermore, Mr. Percy S. Godman mentions in 
S.A.C., Vol. 41, Bishop’s Transcripts for Itchingfield for 


1583, 1587, 1590, 1592, 1593, 
1605, 1606, 1609, 1610, 1612-1618, 
which are not now in the parish parcel. 


It should be borne in mind that where both Parish 
Register and Bishop’s Transcripts are extant, the latter 
sometimes have additional details and entries. To mention 
only one instance, Angmering Parish Register records 
under 1591 that ‘‘ there is nothing found registered in ye 
ould Booke ”’ (that is the paper register of which a copy on 
parchment was ordered to be made under the injunction 
issued in 1597), yet there is a Bishop’s Transcript with six- 
teen entries for 1591. 


References to Quaker and other non-parochial registers, 
Brasses, Coats of Arms, Churchwardens’ Accounts, and 
Monumental Inscriptions, will be found in the indexes to the 
Sussex Archzological Collections. |The Catholic Record 
Society have printed the following Sussex Roman Catholic 
registers :— 

Arundel: 1748-1835 (Vol. 27); 

Burton: 1720-1864 (Vol. 22); 

Cowdray, Easebourne & Midhurst: 1745-1837 (Vol. 1); 

Slindon: 1698-1837 (Vol. 7). 


I desire to reiterate my thanks and indebtedness to the 
Lord Bishop of Chichester for the special facilities to copy 
the Bishop’s Transcripts kindly granted and arranged for 
my recent transcriptions, and also to the Diocesan Registry, 
Mr. H. J. Glover, and especially Mr. W. D. Peckham, for 
much kind co-operation and help. 
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SUSSEX CHURCH PLANS LXVI.—EAST DEAN 
(NEAR CHICHESTER). 


This church is cruciform; the transepts and crossing are 
apparently twelfth century, though much altered. The nave 
was built later in the same century, and lengthened west- 
ward in the thirteenth, in which also the chancel was re- 
built, and a short north aisle, since destroyed, added. 
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RULES FOR THE PAUPERS IN SHIPLEY 
POORHOUSE. 
By M. M. HICKMAN. 

In the Sussex County Magazine of July, 1941, p. 231, 
Mr. W. Albery gave an interesting account of the old 
Shipley Workhouse, to-day known as Whitehart Cottages. 
A Vestry book of the years 1829-31 contains much additional 
information concerning this poorhouse and its unfortunate 
inmates. Members of the ‘* Select Shipley Vestry ’’ drew 
up, for the guidance of the workhouse governor, a revised 
list of rules for the inmates of the poorhouse. It is evident 
from the general tone of these rules that the paupers were 
at times inclined to be truculent and that the gentlemen of 
the Vestry believed in harsh punishments; here are some of 
the rules :— 


1. When any person is turned out of the house for 
misconduct, he shall not be re-admitted without the recom- 
mendation of the Jenteel Vestry, but he shall sleep in the 
Black Hole or dark room, but not remain on the premises 
in the daytime. 

2. No. ale, wine, brandy, gin, or other spiriteuse 
liquors shall be brought into the house. 

3. That if any person shall brawl, quarrel or fight, or 
use bad language, the offender shall lose one meal at the 
first offense, one days meals at the second offense, and shall 
be confined in the Black Hole for the third offense. 

4. Any pauper found begging alms shall be punished 
as ordered by the Vestry. 

5: Beds shall be made at g o’clock; rooms washed 
once a week, oftener if necessary, selecting a dry day for the 
purpose. Proper fires shall be kept in the day rooms. 

6. That all the house paupers that can be spared and 
are able shall be sent regularly, decently and cleanly to 
church every Sunday with the Governor or Governess. 

7. That the men and women shall on no account sleep 
in the same room except, by special permission, being 
married persons. 

8. That no one shall be allowed to smoke except in 
the day room, and the Governor do in future take away 
pipes and tobacco from anyone disobeying this order. 

g. Proper servants of any description shall be furnished 
amongst the persons in the house. 
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10. That any female being in the family way shall be 
degraded by wearing a party coloured or workhouse dress as 
ordered by the Select Vestry. 

In 1830 the total population of Shipley was 1,180; 113 
families in the parish, according to the old vestry book, 
were receiving relief, which was distributed at the church 
door every Sunday; there were 46 paupers lodged in the 
poorhouse. Yet conditions in Shipley were no worse than 
in other villages, as wages for agricultural labourers were 
8s. a week and the price of wheat being then 80s. a quarter, 
it was only by receiving relief that a man and his family 
could exist. There was no escape since anyone receiving 
relief was forbidden by law to leave his parish, and no other 
would admit him. In any case there was no temptation for 
him to leave as conditions in neighbouring villages were 
exactly the same. 

When we see Whitehart Cottages, which are comprised 
of one small semi-detached house, it is difficult to imagine 
how 46 paupers were ever lodged there; but the over- 
crowding was probably only proportionate to the general 
housing conditions in the parish at that time. 

The population of 1,180 people in Shipley lived in 148 
houses. The ‘‘ Select Vestry ’’ recorded among. their 
minutes the rates of pay agreed on to persons hired out of 
the poorhouse for labour. It was decided ‘‘ That boys 
hired out of the poorhouse for labour on the respective farms 
are to be paid in the following manner: All under 12 years, 
4d. per diem; over 12 years and under 15 years, 6d. per 
diem ; above 15 years old, gd. per diem; old men, 12d. per 
diem. The Vestry also resolved ‘*‘ That the people employed 
by the parish are in future to find their owne tools, excepting 
bars, mails and pikes for stone digging.’’ 

Unfortunately the old vestry book ends in 1831, and we 
are therefore unable to follow the gradual improvement of 
conditions. It is known that in 1833, when the poor rate in 
Shipley rose to 23s., New Buildings Place, a beautiful house 
built by the Caryll family and in this century the home of 
Wilfred Scawen Blunt, being at that time without a tenant, 
was taken over by the parish to house the then even more 
numerous paupers; it is not known how long they remained 
there, but they are supposed to have torn down the old 
panelling in one of the rooms for firewood. A chapel to the 
north side of the house was also destroyed by fire, probably 
during their tenancy. 
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RESTORATIONS OF PAGHAM CHURCH. 
By LINDSAY FLEMING, M.A. 


The visitor to Pagham Church will be surprised at the 
discovery of an east end occupied by a good, if plain, early 
English triple lancet window, contrasting with a west end 
of foreign Romanesque character, that blends, one will 
admit, not too badly, with the whole structure, especially as 
the stone has weathered. 

For this singularity, not found elsewhere in Sussex to 
my knowledge, we must praise, or blame, the Rev. Edward 
H. E. Goddard (about 1800-1878), Vicar of Pagham 1822- 
1850, a man of means and culture,’ who, when his church 
was rendered unfit for Divine Service by a violent hurricane 
in November, 1836, undertook to restore it and gathered 
there mementos of his extensive continental tours. 

The rose window in the west end is recorded to have 
been exactly copied from a window in the church of San 
Niccolo della Kalsa at Palermo.* Previously the west wall 
contained a lancet window of five lights matching the window 
of three lights at the east end. The glass in the east 
window, introduced by Mr. Goddard, is of sixteenth century 
date and came from a church in Normandy. 

The churches of this country, and perhaps more especi- 
ally those of Sussex, have suffered in three critical times: 
‘* The question must needs occur to a reflecting visitor, 
whether the enthusiastic exertions of the Tractarians in the 
nineteenth century have not been more disastrous to our 
ancient churches than either the zealous exploits of the 
Puritans in the seventeenth century or the lethargic neglect 
of Erastians in the eighteenth.’’* 

Certainly the effects of religious opinion on the appear- 
ance of the Parish Church were often less drastic and sudden 
in the earlier periods of change. Pagham Church lost the 
rood screen at the Reformation, but after considerable delay. 
In the records of the proceedings at the Court of the 


1 A handsome man; a bust of him was sculptured by Baron 
Marochetti. Can this now be located? 

2 MS. ‘‘ Description of Pagham Church ’’ (paper water- 

marked 1854), possessed by the late Rev. G. G. Knox, 

Vicar of Pagham, who generously allowed me to make a 

copy. To this we owe knowledge of the extent and nature 

of the restoration. 

So stated in the ‘‘ Description ’’ but I cannot trace this 

church in Baedeker. There are, or were, at Palermo two 

churches of San Niccolo and the Church of Santa Teresa 

in the Piazza della Kalsa. 

4H. Hensley Henson, Retrospect of an Unimportant Life, 
Vol. 2, p. 339. 


— 
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Deanery of Pagham, on 6th January, 1568/9, is entered: 
‘* On which day appeared the said John Newman, Robert 
Rose, William Munday and Roger Clarke to whom the Dean 
objected that they have superstitious monuments in the 
church of Pagham against the royal injunctions, namely 
‘the tymber of the Roode lofte lyinge in forme as it was 
taken down.’ Whereupon they certified that they lately 
took the same away from the church of Pagham and nothing 
remains there of those things.’’® 

Wills of Pagham residents, especially of the sixteenth 
century, contain bequests to the Church fabric indicating 
that repairs were not neglected at this period, but no details 
of the work undertaken are given. For instance, Thomas 
Morell, in 1523, left, besides other bequests to the Church 
of Pagham, 6s. 8d. for reparations of Pagham Church. In 
the same year John Frye left 13s. 4d. for the same purpose 
and 12d. for reparations of the bells of Pagham. His widow, 
in 1524/5, left 6s. 8d. and 12d. for the same two objects.* 

In the seventeenth century necessary repairs appear to 
have been undertaken. In 1671 is recorded: ‘* The Church 
and chancell are covered with great slate stones the latter 
being all new tymbered. The reparations they say cost 
230 li.’’"’ About this time the roof of the nave also evidently 
underwent renewal, as on a main timber is carved the date 
1682. 

The only record I have found of work on the fabric in 
the eighteenth century is in the Pagham Poor Book 1772- 
1798. <A tax was granted for repairs of Pagham Church at 
Vestry meetings in 1772, 83 and 86. In 1788 it was agreed 
to remove the gallery. A gallery was again erected at the 
1837 alterations. Also in 1776, meeting of 5th December, 
it was allowed for the Church to be ‘‘ witewast.’’ In this 
year, on 22nd and 25th August, the Church was visited by 
Sir William Burrell. This he describes as a ‘*‘ spacious 
handsome room. . . . The church is not very neat, the 
mortar and rubbish being suffered to be kept at the bottom 
of the nave.’’® It would seem from an entry in the Pagham 
Poor Book, if this be understood aright, that a clean up 
was not effected until 1792, when Mr. Parham gave £1 16s. 
for the rubble at the Church. 


5’ Archbishop’s Peculiars Acta Book ‘‘C’’ 1568-75, f.2. (at 
Winchester Probate Registry). See note of Mr. W. D. 
Peckham, S.N.Q., ii. 8. 254. 

See also S.R.S. xliii, 277-8. 

S.A.C. liii, 197. 

Formerly, or still, at Pallant House, Chichester. 

Burrell MSS., B.M. Add. MS. 5699, f. 278. 
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With, of course, notable exceptions, the climate of 
religion in Sussex does not appear usually such as fosters 
martyrs. The Pagham clergy, Sir Alexander Shawe, vicar 
of Pagham, Sir William Elott, curate of Pagham, Sir 
Edward Frankwell, chantry priest of Pagham, Sir Thomas 
Pery, vicar of Bersted, and Sir Damian Savage, chaplain 
in Bersted, subscribed without difficulty the Declaration of 
Supremacy in 1534.'° During the further revolutionary 
changes in the Church of England introduced by the 
Commonwealth, 1642 to 1660, we learn that Thomas Wilmer, 
admitted Minister of Pagham in 1654," was ‘‘ outted ”’ in 
1662 as he adhered to his principles.’* He returned to 
Pagham on an occasion in 1669 to preach to a Noncon- 
formist congregation.’* The clerics of Bersted showed a 
more accommodating spirit. Anthony Parrott was collated 
to the vicarage in 1637,'* adapted himself to the Common- 
wealth regime and died as Minister of Bersted in 1657.'* 
Mathew Speed was then appointed Minister,’® was undis- 
turbed by the Archbishop and died as Vicar in 1678.%7 

In the nineteenth century religious revival was deep and 
widespread. One principal aspect of the movement was 
symbolised in the refurbishing of the churches. Signifi- 
cantly Mr. Goddard was very friendly with Cardinal 
Manning,’* who himself, in his early days in Sussex, 
restored the churches of Woollavington and Graffham.’* 

The restoration of Pagham Church was effected about 
1837, as the royal arms with letters V.R. and that date in 
coloured glass in the east window testify. Liberal con- 
tributors to the cost, after the Vicar, were Dr. William 
Howley (1766-1848), Archbishop of Canterbury, and Dr. 
William Otter (1768-1840), Bishop of Chichester.*° The 
Coat of Arms of each is figured in the glass in the east 
window. These three coats of arms were first at the base of 

10 Exch. Treas. Receipt Bk. 64, p. 63. 

11 Lambeth Library, Augm. Books, Vol. 997, I.f. 168. 

12 Exch. Depositions, E. 134 16 Ch. 11 East 14. 

13 A. G. Matthews, Calamy Revised, p. 535. 

14 Lambeth Library, Reg. Whitgift, 111, f. 266b. 

15 B.M. Add. MS. 39328, f. 225. 

16 Tbid. 

17 §$.A.C. xxiv, 174. 

18 Rev. S. H. Nobbs-Rawdon in Pagham Parish Magazine, 1893. 

19 As the D.N.B., Vol. xii, p. 947, 1921-22, puts it: ‘‘ A 

model parish priest, Manning rebuilt both his churches.’’ 
20 The D.N.B., Voi. xiv, p. 1,235, 1921-22, states that many 
letters to and from him were in possession of Mr. J. L. 
Otter. Does any member know the present whereabouts of 
these? They should be interesting, as the Bishop was 
active and progressive; among his friends were E. D. Clarke, 
the traveller, and T. R. Malthus, the political economist. 
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the windows, as the glass from Normandy was found 
insufficient to fill the spaces, but have lately been incon- 
gruously moved to a centre position, to improve lighting. 

At the restoration the whole of the north transept, the 
gable end of the south transept, the three arches dividing 
the chancel and transepts from-the nave, and the whole of 
the west wall of the nave, were newly constructed. 

The pulpit and pews were new. The oak reading desk 
is copied from a Prie-dieu of the fifteenth century, an 
engraving of which is given in a work on Gothic furniture 
by A. W. Pugin. The arms are those of the donor, pre- 
sumably Mr. Goddard: Gules, a Chevron Varié, between 
three crescents ermine; crest, a stag’s head full-faced, 
couped at the neck; motto ‘‘ Cervus non servus.’’** The 
organ was presented by Mr. Goddard, apparently super- 
seding the church orchestra. 

The floor of the chancel was raised, an old memorial of 
especial interest being covered, and paved with black and 
white marble, while Mr. Goddard erected a black marble 
altar, which, however, was removed by his successor on 
the representations of parishioners. The font, of very early 
date, was taken down and, in consequence, the shaft and 
pillars crumbled to fragments and were renewed. The 
double piscina was discovered. It is noticeable that special 
search was made at restorations of the time for this feature. 
The restorers did not so much seek to recover ancient 
architectural details as to revive the witness of former ritual. 
At Pagham the piscina may have been moved, as the drain 
discharges outside at some distance.”? 

Contemporary evidence of church restoration is not 
often available. This adds interest to a letter?* addressed 
by Mr. Goddard to the churchwarden, Mr. Henry Upton, 
from Rome, 25th March, 1839. There is reference to three 
contractors, but it is not clear if the sums stated represented 
the total cost of the restoration. Mr. Brookes seems to 
have received £804, and Mr. Yorke £670 12s. 10d. 
Regarding the other contractor: ‘‘ You say that Mr. 
Boxall has received nothing, and not having completed his 
contract, | presume, he has been considered by the Commit- 
tee, as entitled to nothing. But upon this point I should 
wish to be informed. Not only has a great expense been 
incurred by having other workmen to complete his contract, 
but the Church actually received injury, through his 
neglect.”’ 

21 Not recorded in S.A.C., lxxiv, 195-6. 


32 This was first remarked by Mr. W. D. Peckham. 
28 In my possession. 
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BATTLE ABBEY FINANCE.—When, some dozen 
years ago, the great series of Battle Abbey records was 
acquired for the Huntington Library in California, there 
was a considerable outcry over the loss of these medieval 
documents of national, and particularly of Sussex, interest. 
In actual fact the transference has resulted in their contents 
becoming far more accessible to students than they had been 
for the previous century when immured in Sir Thomas 
Phillips’ collections at Cheltenham. An account of the 
Obedientiary Rolls of the Abbey was contributed by Miss 
Eleanor Swift to S.A.C., Ixxviii in 1937, and more recently 
Mr. Allan Evans has published in The Huntington Library 
Quarterly two valuable papers based mainly on some of these 
rolls, dealing with the finances of the Abbey in the years 
immediately preceding the Dissolution. The first [H.L.Q. 
iv, July, 1941] deals with Income, the other [H.L.Q. vi, 
November, 1942] deals with Expenses. A point of con- 
siderable importance in the first article is the evidence for the 
general accuracy of the official monastic valuation made in 
1535 and known as Valor Ecclesiasticus. Most readers will 
take more interest in the Expenses, which are skilfully 
analysed and classified by Mr. Evans. He brings out the 
importance of the Abbey (and therefore of the whole 
monastic system) as a contributor to the national exchequer 
and local authorities, as an employer of labour, and as a 
supporter of trade and markets—most of the large quantity 
of provisions required being at this date obtained by purchase 
rather than from the monastic demesnes. On the religious, 
educational, and eleemosynary side of the conventional life 
the account rolls throw little light. Out of a total expendi- 
ture of just over £1,000 the headings hospitality, education 
(apart from a compulsory payment of #10 for scholars at 
Oxford) and alms account for only £9 1os.; but the provi- 
sion of food for guests and the distribution of broken meats 
to the poor, hidden in general expenses, no doubt played a 
considerable part. The final picture is of a comfortable, 
efficiently managed community, playing a moderately useful, 
but by no means indispensable, part in the life of the nation. 
Mr. Evans is to be congratulated on having compiled a 
scholarly and meticulously accurate study of a subject of 
more than local importance. It is hoped that copies of 
these papers will eventually be placed in the Society’s Library 








42 Sussex Notes and Quertes 


at Barbican House, but unfortunately the first consignment 
of prints fell a victim to enemy action. L.F.S. 


BISHOP’S TRANSCRIPTS, BRAMBER.—Please 
insert the following years on page 10 of Vol. X:— 
Earliest B.T. 1611. B.T. copied 1611-1663. 
W.H.C. 


MAYORS OF CHICHESTER.—In V.C.H. Sussex, ed. 
by L. F. Salzman, iti, g1-2, is a list of mayors of Chichester, 
many of them on the unsupported testimony of Dallaway. 
One I mentioned in S.N.Q., ix, 6, 127, William Feythfull. 
Dallaway states that he was mayor in 1496-7. He took a 
property at Wythering in 1502 and disposed of it or had 
died by 1510. LF. 





REPLY 


WILL PROVED IN ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL.—In 
modern usage a will is usually referred to as proved in a 
court rather than in a building, and I cannot at the moment 
quote any case similar to that referred to in the query on 
p. 170 of Volume ix. But in 1528 a will may well have 
been proved (i.e. had its validity recognized by the appro- 
priate Court) in St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

Ecclesiastical courts frequently used cathedrals and 
other churches for their sittings, and in fact still do so, e.g. 
a sitting of the Consistory Court of Chichester was recently 
held in the Parish Church of Berwick. Jurisdiction in 
testamentary matters was until 1858 exercised in England by 
324 different ecclesiastical courts (and 48 manorial courts) 
including the Prerogative Court of Canterbury and the Con- 
sistory Court of London, both of which at one time held 
their sittings in the Consistory of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
The decisions of these courts as to wills would therefore be 
given in the cathedral. 

At a later date the courts in question ceased to use the 
Consistory of the Cathedral, and sat in the Common Hall of 
Doctors Commons, but for reasons given below this cannot 
have been until long after 1528. 

With regard to the second part of the query there can 
be no doubt whatever that Doctors Commons were in close 
proximity to the Cathedral because various ecclesiastical 
courts sat in the Consistory: and not vice versa. 
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The testamentary jurisdiction of the ecclesiastical courts 
dates back to the time of Henry III; but it was not until 
early in the reign of Henry VIII that the Dean of the 
Archiepiscopal Court of Arches formed the College of 
Doctors. Even then there is no trace of a collegiate building 
until in 1568 the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul’s granted a 
lease of Mountjoy House in Knightrider Street to the then 
Dean of Arches, who gave the site to the College. Here 
buildings were erected which became known as Doctors 
Commons. These were destroyed by the Great Fire, but 
rebuilt in 1672. The Common Hall, and sometimes the | 
Dining Room, continued to be used for sittings of the 
ecclesiastical courts, including the Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury, until 1858: and the Principal Probate Registry 
remained at Doctors Commons until 1874. 

F.B.S. 
Addendum. 

This reply has been submitted to the querist, who asks 
if a definition can be found of the Consistory of the Cathe- 
dral as a place, because it is usually defined as an assembly. 

The New English Dictionary gives two ecclesiastical 
meanings of the word ‘‘ Consistory,’’ namely :— 

(a) The Bishop’s Court for ecclesiastical causes ; and 
(b) The place where this court is held. 

As an illustration of this second meaning the dictionary 
quotes ‘‘ The second daie . . the court of audience of 
Canturburie is kept in the consistorie of Paules in the fore- 
noon,’’ Termes de la Ley (1641), 77. 

This quotation aptly confirms what has been said above 
as to the sitting of ecclesiastical courts in St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral. 

It may be of interest to add that the ecclesiastical courts 
exercising testamentary jurisdiction in Sussex were :— 

The Consistory Court of the Bishop of Chichester (W.). 

The Archdeaconry Court of Chichester (W.) & (L.). 

The Archdeaconry Court of Lewes (L.). 

The Deanery Court of Battle (L.). 

The Archbishop’s Courts for the Peculiars of South 

Malling (L.), Pagham (W.), Tarring (W.). 

The records prior to 1700 are at the Public Record 
Office: the later records (1700-1858) are at Lewes for courts 
marked (L.) and at Winchester (to which the records of the 
Chichester Probate Registry have been transferred) for 
courts marked (W.). F.B.S. 
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ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Annual General Meeting was held in the Town 
Hall, Lewes, on Wednesday, March 22nd, the President, 
the Right Hon. Sir George Courthope, Bart., in the Chair, 
and a good number of members present. 

The Hon. Secretaries presented the Report and 
Accounts. The membership totalled 893, a decrease of 17 
on the previous year; since 1941 the rate of decrease had 
been halved each year, since the number of new members 
was increasing. A number of members had been lost by 
death, including two members of the Council, Mr. A. W. 
Beckett, F.S.A., and Mr. Hugh Whistler, and also Mr. 
Edward Heron-Allen, who for many years had acted as Hon. 
Secretary for Selsey. Four of those who had died were 
elected before 1901, and fourteen remained whose election 
dated from the last century. 

Subscriptions to the Society had risen from £641 to 
£:732, and the income from all the Trust properties showed 
an increase. Repairs on buildings had had to be postponed 
and must be faced with the return of peace; and paper 
shortage had effected an involuntary saving on publications ; 
the Society’s reserve now stood at £700. Vol. 83 of the 
Collections had been issued in this spring, to serve for 1942 
and 1943. The Hon. Editors of the Collections, Mr. L. F. 
Salzman, and of Sussex Notes and Queries, Dr. Arundell 
Esdaile, were thanked for their services. 

Dr. Curwen, Chairman of the Council, expressed the 
opinion that the loss of 150 members since 1939 was not to 
be wondered at; the membership then stood at 1,000. Mr. 
I. D. Margary reminded the meeting that at the return of 
peace the Society must face the expense of housing the Every 
Collection, a very valuable addition to its possessions. 

The Report and Accounts were approved. 

The President then addressed the meeting. It was 
remarkable, he said, that after four and a half years of war 
so much of the beauty and tradition of the county had been 
left to us. He hoped that after this war the country would 
have the sense to see that the beauty of the countryside was 
not ruined, as it was after the last war, by. the uncontrolled 
erection of every sort of unsuitable building along the roads. 
Appreciation of beauty, he believed, was growing ; and more 
people than before were shocked by these eyesores and 
anxious, even at some inconvenience, to live among better 
surroundings. 
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On the motion of the Bishop of Lewes, seconded by Dr. 
Curwen, Sir George Courthope was unanimously re-elected 
as President. The Officers and Council were also re-elected. 

The following amendment in Rule 3 was approved :— 

Ordinary Members shall subscribe £1 on election 
and on first day of January in each subsequent year ; 
provided that individual members who were elected 
before or on 20th March, 1929, may continue to sub- 
scribe ros. in lieu of £1, but in that event shall not be 
entitled to receive Sussex Notes and Queries except as 
direct subscribers thereto. 

The President then offered to the Society three gifts 
which were gratefully accepted. The first was a piece of 
old Sussex iron, a locally made screw of an old cider press. 
The press itself, he said, had been destroyed by two aunts 
of his, who disapproved of the strength of the cider made 
by it. The second was an old vermin trap. The third was 
some old leaden hop tokens, bearing figures; about 4 lbs. 
of these had been found in a canvas bag in a recess in the 
wall of a farmhouse. 

After the meeting members visited the Church of St. 
Thomas 4 Becket, Cliffe; Mr. Bentham Stevens gave a 
description of the building from notes provided by Mr. 
Walter H. Godfrey, who was unable to be present. 

In the afternoon Mr. F. R. Williams gave a talk on 
Sussex customs and superstitions (which will appear in 
S.N.Q.); and Dr. A. E. Wilson read a paper, illustrated 
by lantern slides, on Saxon Sussex; he displayed examples 
of pottery and jewellery. 

COUNCIL. 

The Council met at Barbican House on Wednesday, 
gth February, the Chairman, Dr. Eliot Curwen, in the 
Chair, and sixteen members being present. 

The Editor of the Collections laid an advance copy of 
Vol. 83 on the table, and said that members should be 
receiving their copies almost immediately. 

A report on Icklesham Mill was received from Mr. 
Homan. Long Barrow, Compton, as to the ploughing of 
which anxiety had been expressed, was reported to be 
intended for re-seeding after one wheat crop, and no damage 
to its archeological character was anticipated. The Society 
is indebted to the County Agricultural Committee for its 
action in saving this site from continued deep ploughing. 
An appeal was read from the Parochial Church Council of 
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Albourne, where the roof of the Church had suffered damage 
(see vol. x, p. 19). 

Sir George Courthope had accepted the Council’s 
nomination to a second year of office as President. 


The Council met at Barbican House on Wednesday, 
12th April, at 2.45 p.m., Dr. Eliot Curwen in the Chair, 
and nineteen members present. 

Dr. Curwen was re-elected Chairman, and Mr. I. D. 
Margary Vice-chairman. Nine new members were elected, 
and ten deaths reported; there were no resignations. 

In view of protests against the resolution to pulp surplus 
stock of publications, it was decided to pulp at once only 
volumes in excess of 50 copies, and to reconsider later the 
pulping of those remaining over 25; and further to extend 
by six months, i.e. to the end of September, the period in 
which members might buy back publications at the reduced 
rate announced (see below). 

The Finance Committee reported that the balance at 
the bank stood at £228; claims amounting to £76 were 
ordered to be paid, and it was decided to invest a further 
#100 in Savings Bonds. 

The following gifts were received with thanks :—From 
the President, three early seventeenth century maps of the 
manor of Hammerden in Ticehurst, by William Geare, and 
terrier ; also hop-tokens from the same parish; from Mr. W. 
H. Harden, a sampler dated 1851. 

Committees were elected as follows :— 

General Purposes: The Chairman, The Rev. W. 
Budgen, Messrs. Esdaile, Godfrey, King, Margary and 
Stevens. 

Finance: The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Editor 
of Collections and Hon. Secretaries ex officio; Messrs. 
Blaber, Ellis, King and Secretan. 

Museum: The Chairman, Messrs. Caldecott, E. C. 
Curwen, Godfrey, Margary, Salzman, Major Sutton, Dr. 
Wilson. 

Library: Messrs. Esdaile, Hulme, North, Salzman. 





SUSSEX ARCHAZOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS. 

The Council has again had before it the question of the 
stock copies of Volumes of the Society’s Collections (up to 
Volume 75). The position is now as follows :— 
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1. As the result of the publicity given to the proposal 
to dispose of all stock copies in excess of 25 per volume for 
pulping, 700 stock copies have been sold to members at Is. 
6d. a copy. This represents about half the number of 
copies originally ear-marked for pulping. 

2. The Council has decided at once to dispose for 
pulping of copies in excess of 50 (not 25, at any rate at 
present). This will only affect about 8 of the 75 volumes 
and means that less than 300 books will be sold for this 
purpose. 

3. In cases where the stock exceeds 25 copies members 
can still obtain copies at the reduced price of 1s. 6d. per 
volume. The volumes at present in this category are: 

27, 28, 29, 42-45, 56-59, 61, 62, 65 to 72 and 74, 
also 75 (unbound). 

4. Where stock copies do not exceed 25 the prices are 
now as follows :— 


Price per Volumes at present 
Stock volume available 
21-25 5/- 3, 20, 35, 47,40, 


> 
50, 525 53) 55, 60, 
63, 75 
11-20 7/6 22, 33, 41, 46, 49 
under 10 10/- eo, B, 80). £8, 2, 
17-21, 24, 25, 30, 
31, 32, 34, 36-39, 
51, 54 64, 73 

5. It should be noted that there are no stock copies 
of the following volumes: Nos. 1 to 6, 9, 13-16, 40. 

6. Any member desiring to purchase a copy of volume 
76 or any later volume should apply specially to the Assistant 
Secretary, Barbican House, Lewes. 

7. There are also available one or two nearly com- 
plete sets, the Index Volumes (1-25, 26-50 and 51-75), 
copies of the Sussex Domesday, and copies of Sussex 
Church Plate, by J. E. Cquchman. Prices can be had on 
application. 





OBITUARY 


SAMUEL EDWARD WINBOLT. 

Archeology has lost a keen worker by the death, at 76, 
of S. E. Winbolt. An old Christ’s Hospital boy, he 
returned there as a master after taking high classical honours 
at Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and it was natural that 
he should thus turn in his leisure time to the study of 
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Roman and kindred archeological remains. Upon his 
retirement he devoted himself increasingly to such pursuits 
in a number of local fields until ill-health and lack of trans- 
port during the war forced him to abandon active field work. 

Of his excavations the most important was probably that 
of the large Roman villa at Folkestone, of which an inter- 
esting and very readable account, Roman Folkestone, was 
published in book form in 1925. He was also responsible 
for the excavation of the villa at Southwick, now in the 
keeping of this Society. Living at Horsham, he was well 
placed for the study of sites in the Weald and was thus led 
to examine a whole series of the lesser-known Early Iron 
Age hill-top camps, from Castle Hill, Tonbridge, to Has- 
combe, near Cranleigh, publishing accounts of them in the 
Collections of the Societies concerned. The well-known 
Stane Street naturally attracted him ; he excavated both the 
posting stations at Hardham and Alfoldean, examined and 
confirmed the true position of many doubtful portions of the 
road, and finally published an account of the whole road, 
With a spade on Stane Street, which will be the standard 
authority on this important Roman route. Chiddingfold, 
near Horsham, was the centre of a highly localised but once 
important medieval glass industry, of which little more than 
a tradition still lingered. Winbolt rediscovered most of the 
working sites, now buried in remote fields and woods, and 
published a summary, Wealden Glass, that will be, in 
its way, as valuable a record of a vanished Sussex industry 
as Straker’s Wealden Iron. 

Winbolt contributed the portion of Vol. II]. V.C.H. 
Sussex, dealing with Romano-British Sussex, a most valu- 
able collection of material. He prepared an attractive guide 
to the county for Bell’s series, following it with others upon 
Kent, Devon, and other counties. He was a frequent 
contributor to the Sussex County Magazine, where his gift 
of the popular exposition of archeology was valued. 

Earlier, he had published educational editions of the 
classics and other works on history and English literature. 

To his friends he showed great charm of manner, and 
as a correspondent nothing was too much trouble. . Perhaps 
as a result of his school life, he had the gift of encouraging 
beginners and young helpers in archeology which the 
writer, for one, most gratefully acknowledges, and _ this 
human touch undoubtedly helped the popular side of his 
work. Science owes much to such leaders at the present 
time. I.D.M. 








